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The minor in Rural Sociology provides: (1) an understanding of sociological concepts important to the analysis of change in rural 
societies: (2) an understanding of major social structural and cultural changes to rural societies; (3) an understanding of the 
influence of social and cultural factors on rural and agricultural development, as well as the impact of development on rural groups, 
cultures, and communities; and (4) opportunities to apply sociological concepts to specific case studies related to rural and 
agricultural development, population, and natural/environmental issues. 

The Rural Sociology minor serves students whose interests include the sociological dimensions of agriculture, rural population, rural 
development, and natural resources and the environment. 

The Rural Sociology Minor consists of 12 units* selected as follows: 

Required: 6 units  Credit Hours 
ENR 3500 Community, Environment and Development **  3 
RURLSOC 5500 Diffusion of Innovations  3 

 

Students must select an additional 6 units from the following courses: 
AEDECON 4597.01  Problems and Policies in World Population, Food and the Environment 3 
 OR INT STDS 4597.01 
ENR 2300 Society and Natural Resources 3 
ENR 5797 Study at a Foreign Institution  1-15 
RURLSOC 3580 Social Groups in Developing Societies 3 
RURLSOC 4500 Leadership and Community Development 3 
RURLSOC 5520 Amish Society 3 
RURLSOC 5570 Women in Rural Society 3 
RURLSOC 6500 Rural Poverty 3 

* Some courses may have prerequisites not reflected in the credit totals above. 
** SENR majors who have taken ENR 3500 towards their major will need to select an additional course 
from the approved list to complete the 12 units required for the minor. 

 
Restrictions and General Information 
1. The minor is available to all university students. 
2. A minimum overall GPA for courses comprising the minor shall be 2.00. 
3. A minor should be declared at the time a student accumulates 60 hours. 
4. A maximum of one course may overlap between the minor and the GE (Writing and Communication, Foreign Language, 

Literature, Visual and Performing Arts, Culture and Ideas, Historical Study, Quantitative Reasoning, Data Analysis, Natural 
Science, Social Science, Cross-Disciplinary Seminar, Service-Learning, Education Abroad). 

5. Courses taken on a pass/non pass basis may not be applied to the minor. 
6. At least six credits must be at the 3000 level or above. 
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